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BITE-SIZE HELP 


FOR HUNGRY 
NEIGHBORS 


Austin mom’s Petite Pantry 
project is anonymous way 


for families get food 
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HERTA MAKES 
HISTORY IN 


AUSTIN RACE 


With victory at Circuit of the 
Americas, 18-year-old is youngest 
ever to win in IndyCar series 
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THE MUELLER REPORT | 


NO COLLUSION, 
NO EXONERATION 


DOJ: Trump campaign did not 
coordinate with Russia in 2016 
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Barr: On obstruction, ‘evidence 
on both sides of the question’ 


-y 
a 
e ARR “ys 
ESN 


ECAS 


Ps m 


ATTORNEY GENERAL RELEASES SUMMARY 
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Trump celebrates report while 
Dems push for ‘full transparency’ 
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Special counsel Robert Mueller walks past the White House after attending services at St. John’s Episcopal Church on Sunday in 
Washington. Mueller closed his long and contentious Russia investigation with no new charges, ending the probe that has cast a dark 
shadow over Donald Trump’s presidency. [CLIFF OWEN/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS] 


Plan would 
take some 
ethics 
issues out 
of view 


Adler’s proposal calls 
for accusations against 
city execs to be weighed 
by city manager, not 
ethics commission 


By Elizabeth Findell 
efindell@statesman.com 


Some of City Hall’s highest - 
level executives will see future 
accusations of ethics viola- 
tions against them handled out 
of public view, if Austin City 
Council members pass a pro- 
posal offered by Mayor Steve 
Adler. 

The changes, outlined in an 
ordinance after Adler proposed 
them in a message board post 
last week, would remove city 
employees from the Ethics 
Review Commission process 
unless they are members of an 
elected official's staff. Council 
members and their board or 
commission appointees would 
still go through the process. 

Under the proposal, city 
employees who are neither 
represented by a union nor on 
a council member's staff would 
have any ethics investigations 
performed by the city auditor 
go directly to the city man- 
ager. A final report on the 
investigation would be avail- 
able publicly only after the 


See ETHICS, A14 


Summary sets up battle between Barr, Democrats 


By Eric Tucker, Michael 
Balsamo, Chad Day 

and Julie Pace 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
The Justice Department 
declared Sunday that special 


counsel Robert Mueller’s 
long investigation did not 
find evidence that President 
Donald Trump’s campaign 
“conspired or coordinated” 
with Russia to influence the 
2016 presidential election, 
setting off celebrations of 


vindication by Trump and 
his supporters. Mueller also 
investigated whether Trump 
obstructed justice but did 
not come to a definitive 
answer. 

In a four-page letter to 
Congress, Attorney General 


William Barr quoted 
Mueller’s report as stating 
it “does not exonerate” the 
president on obstruction. 
Instead, Barr said, it “sets 
out evidence on both sides 


See MUELLER, A4 


E-EDITION EXTRA 


NEW 
SECTION FOR 
SUBSCRIBERS 


Our daily ePaper 
replica edition now 
includes an E-Edition 
Extra featuring bonus 
news and sports. Go to 
statesman.com/today. 


Texas House, Senate diverge on budget 


Lawmakers are billions 
of dollars apart on top 
priorities 


By Asher Price 
asherprice@statesman.com 


As state lawmakers con- 
vene this week to refine 
proposals to fund the state 
government for the next two 
years, the marquee issues of 


the legislative session remain 
unresolved: how much money 
to direct to schools and how to 
structure property tax relief. 

Even as budget writers 
in both chambers are like- 
minded on any number of 
items — on border security, 
for example, they differ by 
less than $10 million — they 
remain separated by billions 
of dollars on schools. 


The House budget pro- 
posal, approved by the House 
Appropriations Committee 
last week and due to hit 
the House floor for debate 
Wednesday, calls for $ọ bil- 
lion in spending on schools, 
with about one-third devoted 
to property tax reduction 
and two-thirds for Texas 
classrooms. 

Proposals by the Senate 


include $3.7 billion earmarked 
for teacher pay — a $5,000 
increase for every full-time 
teacher and librarian — and 
$2.3 billion for property tax 
relief. The Senate budget pro- 
posal will get a hearing in the 
Finance Committee at the end 
of the week. 

House members have pro- 
posed increasing kindergarten 
through 12th grade public 


education spending 15.6 per- 
cent over the next two years; 
their counterparts in the 
Senate proposed a 10.3 per- 
cent increase. 

But both proposals hinge 
on capping property tax 
increases. 

With Texas in recent years 
cutting education spending 


See BUDGET, AQ 
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